
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a difference in our community  

Developing tomorrow’s business leaders 
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OVERVIEW OF STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISE 

SIFE is an international non-profit organization that brings together the leaders of today and tomorrow to create a better, more sustainable world 

through the positive power of business. Founded in 1975, SIFE has active programs on more than 1,300 college and university campuses in over 40 

countries. Through projects that improve the lives of people worldwide, the university students, academic professionals and industry leaders who 

participate in SIFE are demonstrating that individuals with a knowledge and passion for business can be a powerful force for change.  

The SIFE Pillars are the basis from which teams create projects: market economics, success skills, entrepreneurship, financial literacy, environmental 

sustainability, and business ethics.  

HISTORY OF UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISE 
 

In the fall of 1999, a small group of student business organization presidents and a faculty advisor committed themselves to initiate a SIFE chapter at 

the University of Florida. That first year their activities included researching schools to prepare for presentations in the community, forming a class of 

members to encourage community outreach, and beginning the steps toward initiating projects in the school system. Their concept was simple: to 

"mentor tomorrow's business leaders". Keeping in mind the idea of reciprocity, the UF SIFE team has touched thousands and seeks to reach more with 

every passing year. Our team started off strong, winning the SIFE Rookie Team of the Year at the 2000 SIFE USA National Exposition. Since that time our 

team has grown into an organization of more than 25 team members and hundreds of volunteers. In our teams decade of existence we have impacted 

more than 30,000 people with our projects. Our team continues to create wonderful projects, and we continue to be recognized for that at the SIFE 

Regional and National Competitions. Students are chosen for the UFSIFE team based on their academic ability and leadership potential.  

FUNDING OF UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISE 

 
UFSIFE is funded through many sources including through the Warrington College of Business Administration, grants, and corporate donations. 

Donations to UFSIFE are tax deductible though the University of Florida Foundation. In the past we have received grant funding through the Marcus 

Foundation, HSBC, and AIG. We have also been sponsored by corporations such as CHEP and GE.  
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UFSIFE PROJECTS 

SIFE projects are student designed and led. They allow students the opportunity to pursue their passion for service while giving them the ability to 

practice the soft skills so important in business today. Each project is lead by a Captain, who could have several team members and volunteers working 

with them. These projects also benefit from wonderful business and community partners like the City of Gainesville, Junior Achievement, Santa Fe 

College’s Center for Innovation and Economic Development, and the WCBA Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation. More information about UFSIFE’s 

projects can be found in our annual reports on our website ufsife.com.  

Some of UFSIFE’s largest and long running projects are:  

Legacy projects (5 or more years)  

Small Business Consulting (Fall & Spring) 

Managing Money Matters (Fall & Spring) 

Ethics Case Competition (Fall) 

Foundation projects (1-5 years)  
Day of Difference (Fall & Spring) 

Chomp Out Hunger (Fall) 

Financial Literacy Challenge (Fall) 

New projects (under 1 year)  
Gainesville Women’s Expo (Spring) 

Gainesville Entrepreneurship Expo (Fall & Spring) 

Green Earthkeeping program (Fall & Spring) 

 

QUOTES FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS ABOUT THE IMPACT OF UFSIFE 

"The information I've learned from the [Financial Literacy Challenge] competition would help ease the transition from a sheltered high school life to the 

real outside world. Especially with the current economic conditions today, this valuable information would better prepare me when making crucial 

financial decisions." – High School Senior 

“I learned how to copyright my poems and songs. It was very helpful because I knew you could do that with music. I learned how to protect my 

intellectual property.” – Cropped for Success participant 

“I’ve had students participate in helping me with a marketing plan, they helped with the financial strengths and weaknesses in the business, and they 

basically made sure that my business started and has been as successful as it is. I am very proud to say that the experience that I had with the team has 

been outstanding, and I don’t think I could be where I am without their help.” – Ericka, Small Business Consulting client 

“It was a good experience because everyone had a different take on the same issue and it made us realize that everyone has different opinions and a 

different set of ethics.”- SIFE/Florida Leadership Academy Ethics Competition participant



  A head for business. A heart for the world. ℠ 

 

 

 

 

   
A head for business. A heart for the world℠ 
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267 Stuzin Hall 

PO Box 117160 
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Tel: 352-273-0165 

 

UFSIFE HONORS AND AWARDS 

SIFE USA Regional & National Competitions  

SIFE competitions are challenging, team-oriented events that create a sense of accountability and motivation for teams to continually 

improve the quality of their projects. They also provide an opportunity for collaboration and best-practice sharing, further strengthening 

the value of the learning experience and the overall effectiveness of the program.  

Our performance has been very strong in these competitions attesting to the strength of our projects.  

2000 SIFE Rookie Team of the Year, 10 Regional Championships, 3 times runner-up in the opening round of the SIFE USA National 

Exposition , 6 appearances in the semi-final round of the SIFE USA National Exposition 

Special Topic Competitions  

SIFE Special Topic Competitions allow SIFE teams to submit one product per SIFE pillar to compete against other SIFE team’s projects.  

15 times a finalist in a SIFE Special Topic Competition, 3 times National winner of a SIFE Special Topic Competition 

 

 

2007-2008 National Winner, MPAA Anti-Piracy Public Service Announcement 

 

2008-2009 National Winner, HSBC Financial Literacy Special Topic Competition 

MEDIA CONTACT 

Joshua Funderburke 

UFSIFE Sam Walton Fellow 

Tel: 352-273-0165 

Joshua.funderburke@cba.ufl.edu 


